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******  NNeexxtt  MMeeeettiinngg  iiss  NNoovveemmbbeerr  2200tthh,,  22001155  ******  

This monthôs Theme: ñDrag Nightò 
 

The T-Bird is Out of the Bagé 
62 AMT Ford T -Bird b y Steve Rehberger  

Congratulations to Steve on his First Place win in last 

monthôs ñPaper Bagò Contest, with his AMT 62 T-Bird.  

A well-deserved win for Steve.  A big thank you and 

congratulations to all who entered the contest.   
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Wow November where did this year go, Seems like it was just 
October a week ago Huh? Never mind. As most of you know, 
although some may not, John Stark was in the hospital having 
back surgery this past week. He is home now recovering, doc 
says no driving till he says its ok, So let's ALL meet at Johnôs 
house this month I'm sure Marge won't mind, No wait I don't 
have a key to the house to set up tables so we will be meeting 
at the rescue squad as usual. Seriously letôs keep John in our 
thoughts for a speedy and healthy recovery.  
  
Ok Christmas Party we are going to need a few things to 
make this party happen like Plastic knives forks and spoons, 
Paper or Styrofoam Plates, Napkins paper towels, Snacks i.e. 
chips, cheese doodles, popcorn etc. I will bring the coffee 
maker and supplies as always. Eddie Hornlein will be taking 
care of the soda, Keith Justice will take care of the M&Ms, I 
will make up a supply sheet and pass it around to write down 
whom is bringing what so we don't end up with ether too much 
or not enough, If you are reading this and can't make this 
monthôs meeting but still want to help out please Email me at 
Clubvic312@aol.com or call me (908) 267-5491 and I'll add 
you to the list. 
  
Last monthôs meeting recap - Paper Bag contest was a hit 
again and looks like we will be doing it again next year. 
 
This monthôs winners were:  
 
1st place  Steve Rehberger's 62 T Bird 
2nd place  we had a tie Larry Housman's Jeff Burton 
Nascar and Dan Hogan's 32 Ford 
3rd place  Al Meske's 53 Vette 
Wild Card  Phil Benza's 70 Camaro 
 
Next year we will be going back to getting the kits from Dave 
Burkett at the cost of $10.00 per kit and we will start handing 
the kits out earlier in the year we'll talk so more on that at the 
meeting. 
 
Kit Raffle winners 
Please forgive me I tossed my notes out by mistake. 
 

That's it for this month  

 

Remember  

 

ITôS A HOBBY KEEP IT FUN! 

 

See you at the Meeting 

Dave 

 
 

 
CLICK ON IMAGE ABOVE TO GO TO OUR FACEBOOK PAGE  

 

 
 

 

Well Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  This year did 

breeze on by.  We saw a lot of great models on the tables 

throughout the year and hope to see a lot more in the coming 

months. 

 

Somehow we manage to continue to bring you some great 

articles in our little club newsletter.  There are a few guys that 

step up every month and help fill in these pages. 

 

Joe Milko was good enough to send in some stuff this month, 

one thing being an article for the Truck Stop column.  We are 

still waiting for some of the real truck guys to step up.  

Meanwhile we would like to thank Joe for keeping the column 

alive, if even for just another month. 

 

Again!  Remember if you enjoy reading this newsletter from 

month to month be sure to take a minute out at one of the 

meeting and say ñThanksò to the guys that do take their time 

out to submit stories, reviews, pictures etc. each month.  Itôs 

the least we can do. 
 

Donôt forget, this is your club and your newsletter and it can 

only remain fun, interesting and enjoyable with your help and 

contributions.  So review a kit you just built, if you attend a 

show take some pictures, send them to us and tell us about 

the show.  You get the idea.  

 

 

Submit to JERSEYSHOREMCC@aol.com 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Scale Talk by Dave Wood  Newsletter Rundown  by Bob Kern  
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Did you know?? 
By Felix Plaza Jr, for JSMCC 

 

 

Chevrolet Advance Design 
 
Chevrolet's first major redesign post-World War II, the 
Advance-Design series was billed as a bigger, stronger, and 
sleeker design in comparison to the earlier AK Series. First 
available on Saturday June 28, 1947, these trucks were sold 
with various minor changes over the years until March 25, 
1955, when the Task Force Series trucks replaced the aging 
Advance-Design model. 
 
The same basic design family was used for all of its trucks 
including the Suburban, panel trucks, canopy express and 
cab overs. The cab overs used the same basic cab 
configuration and similar grille but used a shorter and taller 
hood and different fenders. The unique Cab Over fenders 
and hood required a custom cowl area which makes the Cab 
Over Engine cabs and normal truck cabs incompatible with 
one another while all truck cabs of all weights interchange. 
 
From 1947 until 1955, Chevrolet trucks were number one in 
sales in the United States, with rebranded versions sold at 
GMC locations. 
 
While General Motors used this front end sheet metal, and to 
a slightly lesser extent the cab, on all of its trucks except for 
the Cab Overs, there are three main sizes of this truck: the 
half-, three-quarter-, and full ton capacities in short and long 
wheelbase. 
 

Differences 
 

 
 
1947 - Gasoline tank filler neck on passenger side of bed. No 
vent windows in doors. Hood side emblems read "Chevrolet" 
with "Thriftmaster" or "Loadmaster" under it. Serial numbers: 
EP ½ ton, ER ¾ ton, & ES 1 ton. Radios were first available 
in Chevrolet trucks as an "in dash" option on the "Advance-
Design" body style. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
1948 - Manual transmission shifter now mounted on column 
instead of floor. Serial numbers codes: FP ½ ton, FR ¾ ton, 
& FS 1 ton. 
 
 

 
 
 
Early 1949 - Gasoline tank now mounted upright behind seat 
in cab; filler neck aft of passenger door handle. New serial 
number codes: GP ½ ton, GR ¾ ton, & GS 1 ton. 
 
 
Late 1949 - Hood side emblems no longer read 
"Thriftmaster" or "Loadmaster", but are now numbers that 
designate cargo capacity: 3100 on ½ ton, 3600 on ¾ ton, 
3800 on 1 ton. Serial number codes remain the same as on 
early 1949. 
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1950 - Telescopic shock absorbers replace lever-action type. 
Last year for driver's side cowl vent, its handle is now flat 
steel, not maroon knob as in previous years. New serial 
number codes: HP ½ ton, HR ¾ ton, & HS 1 ton. 
 

 
 
1951 - Doors now have vent windows. Mid-year change from 
9-board bed to 8 boards per bed. Last year for 80 MPH 
speedometer, chrome window handle knobs, and chrome 
wiper knob. New serial number codes: JP ½ ton, JR ¾ ton, & 
JS 1 ton. 
 

 
 
 

 
1952 - Outer door handles are now push button type as 
opposed to the previous turn down style. Speedometer now 
reads to 90 mph and dashboard trim is painted instead of 
chrome. Mid-year, Chevrolet stops using the 3100-6400 
designation on the hood and changes to maroon window and 
wiper knobs. New serial number codes: KP ½ ton, KR ¾ ton, 
& KS 1 ton. 
 

 
 
1953 - Last year for the 216 in³ inline-six. Hood side 
emblems now only read 3100, 3600, 3800, 4400, or 6400 in 
large print. Door post ID plate now blue with silver letters 
(previous models used black with silver letters). Last year to 
use wooden blocks as bed supports. New serial number 
codes: H ½ ton, J ¾ ton, & L 1 ton. 
 

 
 
1954 - Only year for significant design changes. Windshield 
now curved one-piece glass without center vertical dividing 
strip. Revised steering wheel. Revised dashboard. Cargo bed 
rails, previously angled, now horizontal. Tail lights round 
instead of rectangular. Grille changed from five horizontal 
slats to crossbar design commonly referred to as a "bull 
nose" grille, similar to modern Dodge truck grille. Engine now 
235 in³ straight-6. Serial number codes unchanged from 
1953. Hydramatic automatic transmission is available for the 
first time as a paid for option. 
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1955 First Series - Identical to the 1954 model year, except 
redesigned hood-side emblems and modern open driveshaft 
in place of enclosed torque tube. Serial number codes 
unchanged from 1953 and 1954. 
 
Story Continues in the next Newsletter. Article titled 
ñChevrolet Task Forceò. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Grail(s) 
By Pete Linszky 

 

Holy Grail, weôve all heard the term, often itôs applied to a 

most desired or owned item. Sometimes these HGs are few 

and far between. For whatever reason, itôs no longer made 

being the most common reason given by the collector. 

 

Also the fact that some HGs are of such ñdelicateò nature that 

they had difficulty surviving the ravages of time. For Instance, 

one of my favorite collectables are car magazines. 

 

Full sized car magazines, model car magazines, and letôs not 

forget my slot car magazine collection. Much to my dismay 

some of these publications were printed on such poor quality 

paper that they are literally disintegrating! Youôve no doubt 

seen some publications that have pages that are seemingly 

turning brown on the edges, itôs a term known as ñfoxingò.  

Itôs attributed to an inferior grade (read that CHEAP) paper. 

After all none of the companies responsible for peddling these 

magazines imagined that some of the ñkidsò that had these 

mags would be reading them FIFTY years after printing. 

Pages from the past that show the T-Bird exhibit ñfoxingò. 

 

 
 

Some other collectables that fall into this category are clear 

slot car bodies. Made in the 1960ôs of BUTYRATE.  A durable 

somewhat flexible clear plastic that was vacu-formed over a 

mold that resembled a 1:1 scale car. These bodies came in a 

variety of scales including 1/32, 1/24 scale. These Butyrate 

bodies were decorated and painted by the purchaser, usually 

on the inside, and were installed over a slot car chassis that 

would run around a slotted track utilizing electric power for 

motivation. 

 

Sadly these bodies now fifty plus years later, are 

ñdeterioratingò. Not only subject to warpage and cracking from 

careless handling, they are becoming chemically unstable. 

The Clinic Corner 
By Dan Hogan ï Committee Chair 

 
November is here and we are back on schedule with our 
seminar series. Walter will be presenting for us a session on 
building Drag Cars a favorite topic of his- and mine I might 
add. Please take some time and huddle around Walter as he 
takes us through his unique approach to building a high 
quality finished product.  
 
I am looking for someone to take on the subject matter of 
finishing / polishing. If you read the article in the latest 
edition of Scale Auto you see how it was a featured theme. 
Iôd like to get someone to take that on at one of our next 
seminar nights.  
 
While I am on the subject I like to ask a favor of one of you. 
Iôve never used an airbrush, Iôm a rattle can guy, but would 
like to see how it works. If you are going to be doing some 
airbrushing in the near future and donôt mind the company.  I 
would love to visit with you and look over your shoulder 
while it is being done so I can decide for myself if it is 
something I might wish to consider. It would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Donôt forget out tip talk section.  Whoôs up for next month? I 
think we have one for this newsletter edition. 
 
As always if you have something you would like to see in the 
future or wish to present, just get with me and I will put it on 
the agenda.  Pass it on learn from one another. 
 
Until next time, thanks again.  See you at this monthôs 
meeting. Be safe, keep building. 
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The clear bodies are seemingly ñoozingò a petroleum product 

that was part of the recipe for manufacturing of the item. 

Manifesting itself as brown film, easily washed away with 

common soap. This phenomenon is nonetheless a precursor 

for the inevitable demise of these bodies while still in a ñlike 

newò condition! 

 

 
 

This also brings to mind the ACETATE plastic that some of 

the early model kits were made of. Along with the now 

recognized warpage comes the unique aroma of what I 

consider the ñdead dinosaur smellò. After all these kits having 

been made of some obscure petroleum extract trace their 

roots back to the dawn of time. Sadly, the dinosaur has 

disappeared, its distant cousin the acetate model is sure to 

follow. Monogramôs midget kits, the ñBIG ONESò, molded in 

red are a perfect example. If youôve ever seen one or held 

one in your hands the malady is evident.  In fact one day we 

will as a tribute to the past, open one of these ñtar pitsò and 

examine a never before seen fossil from days gone byéfor 

those interested we will advise you well in advance so that 

you may prepare for the spectacle and experience it first-

hand. Shown below, the Holy Grail of Monogram kits, the 

early version of the HOT ROD molded in a medium blue 

acetate plastic as clearly indicated on the box cover, ñAcetate 

Parts Molded to Shape ñé 

 

 
 

While on the acetate subject, Iôm sure that some of the faithful 

have promo cars as their passion. Again the dead dinosaur 

syndrome is at work while you sleep, warpage and 

discoloration mark the progress of the disease resulting in 

what I refer to as the ñOH NO PROMOò!  Once an expensive, 

possible favorite in your stable has turned ugly and 

unmanageable as time ravages your investment. 

 

 
 

Along these same lines Iôve got to mention the long forgotten, 

once an all-time favorite build that has languished on the shelf 

for decades. Care was taken in its construction, paint was 

applied with loving care. Possibly even engine wiring AND 

interior materials were heaped with loving care onto this 

model. Now, a sad, dirty faced grille and forlorn headlights 

peer from the dingy layers of time.  I call them òdust óem 

customsò!  Some call them junkéand others still call them 

HOLY GRAILS!!! 
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